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Dear Parents, 
  
Welcome Back 
Welcome to 2021! It was delightful to see all our students settle in so 
quickly today – even the new Foundation students seemed to have a 
terrific time, both in class and outside during recess. The Year 6 
buddies took the Foundation students around the school during first 
break and they were all having a ball on some of the junior play 
equipment. The oval was certainly well used during both breaks with 
soccer, cricket, downball, running and gymnastics all being played. 
Children are very adaptable, and it seems they have quite quickly 
learned how to navigate our rabbit warren fencing and gravitated to 
alternative play areas. So far, so good! 
  
Parents On Site 
We are delighted to be able to have parents back on school grounds. 
However, there are still rules we have to follow – the main one being 
Don’t Linger. If any parent is on site for longer than 15 minutes, you 
need to go to the office and register your presence on the Compass 
Kiosk. Try to arrange a pick-up point for your child/ren and wait for 
them there. Even if everyone only propped outside a classroom for 5 
minutes, we could still have 10 – 20 adults in the one area and most 
likely not sticking to physical distancing requirements. I guess our 
expectation is that you are in and out as quickly as possible. 
 
Tutoring 
The school is providing 1.5 EFT teachers to run a tutoring program 
during 2021 to help some students catch up on learning they might 
have missed in 2020. We will initially prioritise students in Years 1 and 
2 in Term 1. This program will start in Week 2. We have used 
December 2020 assessment data to select the students and those 
selected will undertake some further assessment, so we have an 
accurate benchmark to work from. The students will receive a minimum 
of 3 small group sessions in Literacy each week.  
 
Term 1 Assemblies 
At present, under current COVID restrictions, parents are still not 
able to attend assemblies due to density limitations. We will continue 
to live stream each week via Facebook, starting on Friday 5th February. 
Assemblies will be held in the morning for Term 1 due to the potential 
of hot days making the gym very uncomfortable by the afternoon. 
Students go to their classes when the bell goes at 8.55am and 
teachers will then bring their classes over to the gym for a prompt 
start at 9.05am. Our new Foundation students won’t attend for the 
first few weeks, not until they fully settle into the class routines. 
 
SunSmart 
Our school is a SunSmart school and we expect all students to wear a 
proper, wide-brimmed hat whilst outside up until the end of April. 
Baseball caps and hats that don’t cover the ears and neck are not 
acceptable. Approved hats can be purchased from the Uniform Shop. 
Make sure you put your child’s name on the hat as we find dozens of 
these each year with no names and no easy way to get them back to 
their owners. 
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2021 DIARY DATES 
 

28th-29th January 
Foundation students  

dismissed at 1pm 
 

1st February  
Oval opening and  

Stage 2 Sod Turning Ceremony 
-Staff and students only- 

 
3, 10, 17 & 24th February 
Foundation Assessments 

-only selected 
students at school- 

 
3rd February 

Year 3-6 House   
Swimming Carnival 

 
5th February 

‘The H Team’ musical 
 

9th February 
School Photos 

 
12th February 

Year 4 Kitchen Garden 
 

19th February 
Year 3 Museum excursion 

Year 4 Kitchen Garden 
 

24th February 
District Swimming 

Year 4 Kitchen Garden 
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Principal’s report continued 

Extreme & Code Red Fire Days 
Government legislation stipulates that schools in designated bushfire prone areas must 
close on a Code Red Day. New Gisborne PS is deemed to be in such an area. This means that 
no students, teachers, contractors, cleaners or anyone is allowed on-site on these days. 
There will generally be 48 hours warning of a closure. Occasionally, on an Extreme Fire 
Danger Day, and based on potentially dangerous local conditions, we might be directed to 
close also. From memory, we have only had one or two closures in the Macedon Ranges in the 
last several years, so these days don’t happen too often.  
  
Canteen 
The canteen reopens tomorrow (Friday 29th Jan) for lunches and will do so every 
Wednesday and Friday. Orders are placed online using the Qkr! app and you can order up to 
two weeks ahead. If your child is ill and going to be away on a particular day, you can cancel 
the order up until 9.00am of that day. We will also be offering a Sushi Day again this year. 
More information to come on this… 
 
Parent/Teacher Meet and Greet 
Teachers are always available to have a conversation with you about your child/ren. You can 
email, phone, zoom/webex or drop in. We also make the teachers available for face-to-face 
meetings each February so parents can pass on relevant information. If you regularly touch 
base with classroom teachers, or have emailed, phoned or dropped in, you don’t also have to 
do a face-to-face. It is your decision. Remember, it’s not a reporting session, it’s about 
sharing necessary information about your child with the classroom teacher and you can do 
that in whichever way suits you best. Information on how to book a time will be out next 
week. 
 
Andy Kozak 
Principal  
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INDO LINGO 
Selamat Datang, 
 
Welcome back to the 2021 school year for our returning students and a warm welcome 
to all our new families joining NGPS. 
 
This year we have all Foundation to Year 6 students studying the Indonesian language 
and culture. This is the first cohort of Year 6 students who began learning Indonesian 
in Foundation. All students will participate in 1 hr of Indonesian classes each week. 
I would like to welcome Ibu Hager back to our Indonesian program. She will be teaching 
Indonesian each Thursday and has an excellent knowledge of the language with many 
years experience. 
 
During Term 1, the Foundation students will be learning where Indonesia is in relation to 
Australia. They will also be learning greetings and how to introduce themselves. 
Hopefully, they will soon be coming home sprouting “Nama saya….” (My name is…). The 
students will also be learning the Indonesian colour names through a range of craft 
activities.  
 
The Year 1 students will be learning about families, family life in Indonesia and the 
associated vocabulary with their own family. They will 
be making a class book, which they will be bringing home 
and sharing with their family. 
 
This term the Year 2 students will be studying a variety 
of fruits, including Indonesian fruits. They will have the 
opportunity to explain which fruits they “suka” (like) 
and “tidak suka” (don’t like). They also have an exciting 
year ahead as the students in each class take home an 
orangutan for a week of adventures with their family. 
They will be able to write about their week in a shared 
class book and we look forward to hearing what the 
orangutans get up to with each student. 
 
In Year 3 this term we will be looking at various types 
of transport including traditional Indonesian vehicles. We will also look at what mode of 
transport we use to get to school. The students will have the opportunity to make a 
three-dimensional becak, which is a traditional Javanese three-wheeled mode of 
transport. 
 
The Year 4 students will be looking more closely at the various islands that make up 
Indonesia. This includes location, size, climate, sites, geography, costumes and 
traditions.  
 
Year 5 students are going to be revising and expanding their knowledge of body parts. 
Apart from new vocabulary, this will include new grammar, listening, translation, 
speaking and creating. 
 
The Year 6 students will be learning the vocabulary for prepositions and use this 
language to create sentences. They will also study some traditional Indonesian 
celebrations.  
 
Sampai jumpa, 
Ibu Dawson & Ibu Hager 
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New Year, New Oval for New Gisborne Primary School 
 
New Gisborne Primary School is happy to announce that our new oval is ready to use! 

Throughout the latter half of 2020 our students and staff patiently waited behind six foot fences 

whilst our “old” oval was dug up, rearranged and put back together again. At times the space 

looked more like a swamp than a sporting area but we could not be happier with how it looks 

now! Covered in artificial turf and bordered with concrete edging, the new space boasts two 

soccer fields, football goal squares, a softball diamond, running track and bat tennis courts. The 

space will be used for P.E. lessons, sport sessions, sporting events and, of course, for lots of 

energetic play times!  

 

The oval works are part of a two part project with the second stage to include landscaping along 

Ferrier Road and Station Road as well as courtyard improvements, decking and stormwater and 

drainage works. We are excited for these works to commence (and finish) so we can enjoy all the 

wonderful areas around our wonderful school. 
 


