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DIARY DATES

Dear Parents / Guardians

AUGUST
26th - Book Week Dress Up Day
Year 4 Kitchen Garden 4D & 4B
29th - Years 3-6 Chess Competition
(Alice Miller School)
Year 6 Preparation for Puberty
30th - Years 3-6 District Athletics

Farewell Amanda
It’s with mixed emotions that we farewell Amanda from First Aid tomorrow as she takes up a
position as the facilities manager at Gisborne Secondary College. Amanda has been at New
Gisborne for nearly four years and has provided a high level of care to all of our students. We
will all miss her very much but look forward to hearing about her new adventures in the
future.

SEPTEMBER
1st - Fathers’ Day Stall
2nd - Fathers’ Day Breakfast
Year 4 Kitchen Garden 4A & 4C
8th - Nude Food Day
9th - Foundation Pirate Dress Up Day
Parents’ Association Meeting
Year 4 Kitchen Garden 4B & 4D
Energy Breakthrough Plant Sale
Years 5 & 6 District Tennis
14th - Years 3-6 Chess Competition
(Castlemaine SC)

Have your say about our fabulous school
Thank you to all of the parents and guardians who have completed the parent opinion
survey. Please take the time to complete the survey. We use this data to formulate plans
going forward for 2023 and beyond. I am especially interested to hear about the things that
you think we are doing well, we regularly get feedback on anything that goes wrong. Luckily
in a school of 540 students this isn’t that often.
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Tournament of Minds
Congratulations to the two teams who presented at Tournament of Minds in Bendigo last
weekend. Both teams scored honours and did an outstanding job. Special thanks to Ms
Wencel, Ms Preaudet, Mrs Cairney and Mr Bell who gave up countless hours and a chunk of
their weekend so that this could happen. We know that the students loved the opportunities
and really enjoyed being part of the teams.
Book Week Dress Up Day
Tomorrow is our Book Week dress up day. Students are encouraged to dress up as their
favourite book character and bring the book to support their outfit.
3-6 District Athletics
Best of luck next Tuesday to all those students competing at the Keilor athletics track.
Remember to bring warm clothes and some healthy food and water to fuel those
competitive bodies.

10

Energy Breakthrough
Challenge - Plant Sale

11

Chess Club

12

Performing Arts - EOY
Concert / Costumes

13

Canteen/Uniform

14

Community

2023 Enrolments
2023 looks like being a quiet Foundation year for all of the local Gisborne schools.
Kindergarten numbers are down this year. If you know of someone who is moving into the
area or one of the estates next door who would like to have a chat about the best time to
start their child, get them to give me a call. We know that lots of families will move into the
new estates over 2023.

15-16

Chess
Best of luck to those children whose families are taking them to Alice Miller to compete in
the Interzonal chess challenge. For most of these students this will be their first ever chess
competition. We wish them all the best, hope that they learn a lot and have a great day.
These students have been practising and honing their skills and will have another
opportunity to compete in Castlemaine in the last week of this term.
Shane West
Principal

Tournament of Minds
Over the last four weeks, 14 students
from Years 4-6 have been working
through their recess and lunch breaks to
solve this year Tournament of Minds
challenges.
This year’s STEM challenge was to
create a device that moves a 300 gram
gold nugget for 10 seconds at two
different speeds. The team created a
contraption that had a platform which
was wound up by string. On the other
end of the string was a weight that was
on several pulleys which pulled the
platform and the nugget while they were
spinning and going forwards at the same
time.

.

They overcame a number of challenges
including finding the right weight to pull
the nugget because all our weights
seemed to either go too fast or too
slow. We also found at the start that
corflute was the best material to use
because it had less friction.

For this year’s Arts challenge, we had to
find an identity for a girl that has never
before seen fabrics, jewellery and body
paintings. A lot of people believe this
was an easy task but didn’t think of the
fact that we had to create everything
including a script that would last for
under ten minutes, props that we could incorporate into our play, the costume for the unknown girl and
we also included guitar pieces as an added bonus. The team created lots of fantastic props and
costumes. All this hard work paid off at the end. We overcame a number of obstacles such as us only
having four weeks rather than six weeks to prepare.
After four weeks of complicated yet thrilling
work, both teams competed in Bendigo at
LaTrobe University. There was a ton of
excitement as teams competed for the
opportunity to compete at the upcoming State
Championships in September.
Both of our teams did an amazing job, and both
of ended up coming second place with honours!
We would like to say a huge thankyou to our
teachers that made this possible, Mrs Cairney,
Ms Wencel, Ms Preaudet, Mr Bell and our
families for supporting throughout the
challenge.
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Visual Art
Year One – Peg People. Multi-media construction.
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Indo Lingo
As part of our Indonesian lessons, we not only learn the language but study the culture
of this remarkable country as well. To mark Indonesian Independence Day this year,
the Year 3-6 students have designed a poster featuring aspects of Indonesia and have
showcased their knowledge of the largest archipelago in
the world. Please come and see their work on display
outside the Foundation classrooms.
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Mural Team

Mural Works in Progress….

With thanks to our school community collective, the mural team are about
to apply a vast pallet of bottle tops to our mural over a painted background.
If you’re able to collect washed plastic bottle tops or empty, washed sushi
soy sauce fish (see pic!), we would greatly appreciate any donations which
will be put to colourful re-use.
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Parents’ Association
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Parents’ Association
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Parents’ Association
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Premiers’ Reading Challenge

ONE WEEK TO GO
This is the final reminder to get your Premiers’ Reading Challenge books
entered online. Friday 2nd September is the last day that data can be entered
on-line. No books can be accepted after this date. We would recommend
entering your books online well before the cut off time as the system becomes
very slow to navigate and we therefore cannot guarantee verifying books
before the site shuts down.
Congratulations to the 174 students who have completed this year’s Challenge.
Students who complete the Challenge will receive certificates signed by the
Victorian Premier, Mr Daniel Andrews, and past Premiers at Assembly in Term
.
Four.
If you have lost your PRC log in details please let us know so we can help you
enter your books before the cut-off date.
Prue Dawson & Kylie Miller
PRC Co-ordinators

.
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Fiji

If anyone is holidaying in Fiji or Bali and is able to
take some donations of clothing, shoes,
pencils/textas and soft toys, please make contact
with the school office (54282282) or Prue Dawson
(prudence.dawson@education.vic.gov.au).
We would really appreciate your help in getting
these much needed donations to the Fijian and/or
Balinese communities.
.

.

Page 10

Energy Breakthrough Challenge

This year NGPS is once again participating in the Energy Breakthrough challenge.
The aim of this challenge is to examine and use the latest technology while considering its
impact on the environment and the way people live locally and globally. As a part of this
challenge the team will be looking at their impact on the environment and how they are
reducing their carbon footprint. The students plan to achieve this goal by propagating plants
which they will sell to raise funds and in turn reduce their carbon footprint across the
community.

.

We are asking for the support of our school community to contribute plants to this amazing
cause and support the plant sale on Friday 9th September 3.30pm - 5.00pm by purchasing a
plant.
Families who would like to support the cause can donate plants, bulbs or cuttings via 6B
classroom prior to the date. We are also requesting empty pots or milk bottles for planting.
Any questions regarding donations or the plant sale can be directed to
ray.bell@education.vic.gov.au
.

Thank you for your support of our EB Team.
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Chess Club
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Performing Arts

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
SAVE THE DATE!!
Our End of Year School Concert is on Thursday 8th December.
Student Arrival 5:30pm, Performance: 6pm – 8pm.
If you know your child/children will be absent at this time, please enter the absence into
Compass by 'Adding a Note' and let your classroom teacher know, so that performances
can be planned around your child’s absence.

COSTUMES
Again in 2022, we are requesting each Grade have a parent representative who coordinates their Grade’s costuming needs and liaises with other parents from the Grade. This
mostly just requires sourcing particular items or putting together items from previous
concerts. There are some costumes that will need to be sewn, if you are blessed with this
skill we would really appreciate your time and help.
Please consider offering your time to help make the Concert spectacular by emailing Ms
Wencel - alexandra.wencel@education.vic.gov.au if you are able and willing to help.

Page 13

Canteen

HUNGRY POSSUM ROSTER
Friday 26th August

Wednesday 31st August

Jennifer Schuliga, Julie Lasry
and Lisa Paul

Yvonne McKerley

Friday 2nd September

Wednesday 7th September

Erin Grogan, Heidi Theuerle
and Pattie Cooper

Leanne Wall

We are always looking for canteen volunteers!
If you are able to help, it would be very much appreciated.
Contact Brenda at Brenda.Morgan@education.vic.gov.au

Uniform Shop
UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
❄️❄️❄️❄️❄️❄️❄️❄️❄️

Our Uniform Shop is now stocked for the Winter season
❄️❄️❄️❄️❄️❄️❄️❄️❄️
We have our lovely embroidered Polar Fleece Zip-up
Jackets, definitely a must for our icy cold mornings.
NGPS Beanies, to keep our heads snuggly warm.
Longsleeve Polo Shirts, Bomber Jackets,
Rugby Polo Jumpers, double-knee Trackpants, warm Bootleg Pants,
winter Tunics.
We also sell the wonderful Raincoat which is fleecy lined and showerproof.
Purchase online via Qkr! app.
Don't forget to register your garments with our RagTadg electronic
system.
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Community

.

.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
IN THIS AREA
Ages 4-7 Starts Friday
2 September 5.30-6.30pm 6-weeks
Cost: $50 without pack,
$80 with T-Shirt,
cap, grip pad/ball pack
SUNBURY HOME RUN
HEROES SUPERHEROES
Ages 7-10 Starts Friday 2
September 5.30-6.30pm 6-weeks
Cost: $50 without pack,
$80 with glove and ball pack
Sunbury Softball Association
John McMahon Reserve
Contact: Karen Wallace
Ph: 0412 934 518
Email: sunburysa@gmail.com
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