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DIARY DATES

Dear Parents

MARCH
21st - Yrs 1 & 2 Swimming Program
24th - Student Leadership
Conference
APRIL

1st - Years 3-6 District
Cross Country

We Are Open
After two years of having our office locked and parents banished from our
grounds and classrooms, we are open. Restrictions still apply and we ask that you
stay out of classrooms unless your attendance is essential. Face masks are still
required in primary school buildings, and we have some on the front counter if
you forget. Anyone who needs to visit classrooms will need to sign in at the office
and present their vaccination certificate, this is still mandated for schools.

Year 4 Camp
A massive thank you to the staff and parents who gave up their time to make this
camp so successful. Think of how tired your own children were last night and the
struggle to get them up this morning, and then multiply it by the other 77
students who these people cared for over the camp.

8th - Last day of Term
Early Finish 2.30pm
6th - PAC Day

Make sure that you go out of your way to thank
the teachers and adults who went to camp and
acknowledge what a fantastic job they did. Early
reports from the students indicate that camp
was awesome with highlights being the flying
fox, low ropes and food.
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We are all so glad that these students were finally able to go on camp after
missing out in Year 2 due to Covid restrictions.
Covid Testing
Our next supply of Rapid Antigen Tests arrived yesterday and we hope to get
these out to all students today. We have been advised again that they are not
100% effective so if in doubt, get your child PCR tested to confirm that they are
positive or negative.

Principal’s Report continued
NAPLAN
All Year 3 and 5 students across the state will do their NAPLAN Assessments online this year. We have participated online for a number of years and are confident that this should continue to go smoothly. I am
well aware that some students find this form of assessment stressful, and I encourage you to not place
any additional pressure on your kids regarding the tests. They simply provide one additional data set, and
are not an indication of the overall ability, creativity and skills of your child. If you have any concerns
around NAPLAN please speak to your child’s teacher.
Digging on Ferrier Rd - Station Rd Corner - 18/3/22
We have been informed that the construction company working on the new estate will be setting up
equipment tomorrow and hydrovac excavating over the weekend, so there may be some disruption to
pick up Friday afternoon.
Swimming
Reminder that our Year 1 and 2 Swimming Program starts next week. The pool has asked for students to
wear their bathers under their uniforms to speed up the process at the pool. Parent helpers and spectators are encouraged.
Congratulations to the students who went through to represent our school and district at division swimming today. We hope you enjoyed the experience and had a great time.
Building and Grounds Update
Our new music pods are in construction, and we hope to have these installed over the term 1 break.
These will go in the courtyard where the current temporary fencing and weeds are.

I
am pleased to announce that we were successful with our shade sails grant and also hope to get this
structure installed over the southeast corner of the oval before the end of term.

GRIP Leadership Day
Next Thursday our School Captains, House Captains and Year 6 Junior School Councillors will head off into
the city for the GRIP Student Leadership Conference. Students will have access to fabulous guest speakers
who will inspire and challenge them to make changes back in our school community. We look forward to
hearing about their day
Parent Association - Take 2
We will hold our Parent’s Association Meeting on Wednesday 23rd March at 9.00am in the Staff Room.
Thank you to those parents who attended yesterday to provide information to interested parents.
Shane West
Acting Principal
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Parents’ Association

Dear NGPS Community
Last Wednesday’s planned Parents’ Association AGM was unable to proceed as there were
not enough parents present for the meeting. Unfortunately, the officer roles essential to
form a Parents Association also didn’t receive the required number of nominations.
We need more parents to help run a successful Parents group. You don't have to commit to
long hours of meetings, you can jump in to support a single event and work with a small
group to bring that event to life.
The Parents’ Association is a really flexible way to support and become involved in the
school. In recent years, the PA has held a number of fun, community engaging events, some
of which also had a target to raise funds in support of our school and students. Events such
as the Mothers’ and Fathers’ day stalls, Book Fairs and many others, raise funds which can
be used to enhance the experiences for students at our school.
Other events invite the wider community into our school and provide a great opportunity
for the children to engage with their peers and the community giving them a greater sense
of belonging.
To be able to continue the Parents’ Association, a committee MUST be formed, and officers
elected. If you have a knack for coordinating and organising, or just a desire to get involved
with the school to support your children (or just want an excuse to catch up with other
mums and dads now and again!), why not look in our own backyard and throw your hat in
the ring?
A few hopeful committee members will be around the school on Wednesday 16 th March
from 8.30am to 9.30am to answer any questions you may have. We'll have a list of
proposed events that you can think about and if one strikes your fancy - sign up! Or email us
at ngps.parentassociation@gmail.com.
We will reschedule the AGM for the following Wednesday, 23rd March. The AGM can be
available via Webex if you are unable to attend in person, otherwise, it will be in the
staffroom at 9am. Please note, you don't have to attend the AGM to put yourself forward
for one of the roles, we can make alternative arrangements if you are otherwise engaged!
If a committee is not formed, the Parents Association will not be able to deliver the
awesome events and support the school this year. If you've been hesitant to volunteer,
come talk to us next Wednesday. We can work through your concerns!
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Indo Lingo
Over the past three weeks the Year 5 students have been creating a raksasa (monster) using 3-4 human body
parts and 2-3 animal body parts. They have then described their monster focusing on accurate sentence structure
and word order.
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Visual Arts - Year Three
Year Three – Exploring vanishing points and lines of perspective.
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PE & Sport
HOUSE Cross Country
What a super way to kickstart this year’s House Cross Country, at Dixon Field last Friday, jumping straight into our
four amazing HOUSE CHANTS. The first 20 points up for grabs is awarded to the best house for singing their chant
in unison and with plenty of volume in the traditional house chants. The responsibility to rev up the students was
put into the hands of our very capable Year 6 House Captains, and they really did an amazing job leading their
houses. This year we had a staff representative from each house to help judge and award a worthy winner. It was
very close, and for a second year running HURST house took out the honours for best HOUSE CHANT. Shortly
after, the first of six races began.

We were so fortunate to have another year of perfect conditions, and it was exciting to see the pavilion lit up and
the finish line sprayed with students wearing their brightest reds, blues, greens and yellows!
The day was a huge success thanks to the amazing effort of all our Year 3-6 students along with the help from
their teachers and support staff. Our sincere thanks also to our volunteer parents involved Julie-Ann Lasry, Paul
Sylvia, Nial Mueke, Clare Henebery, Rebecca Belaich, Alison Simmenauer, Bree warner and Amy Taylor. Our parents made sure all our kids were safe and gave them much encouragement as they made their way around each
course!!
The 11, 12 and 13 Year Old Boys and Girls completed a 3km course starting at Dixon Field, winding their way 1.5
km along the Gisborne Walking Track and then turning back to return and finish at Dixon Field. The 8/9/10 Year
Old Boys and Girls completed the 2km course following the same path except turning a little earlier at the 1km
marker and running back to Dixon Field to finish. Congratulations to all runners for completing their course,
showing wonderful enthusiasm and sportsmanship and contributing to the overall House Points on the day. You
were ALL AMAZING!
District Team Selection
Our top 10 Runners in each AGE GROUP will go on to compete at the MRPSSA District Cross Country event, held
on Friday 1st April. Our First three place winners for each age group were:

9/10 Girls Jasmine, Lily and Giselle
9/10 Boys Alex, Elijah and Dane
11 Girls Alana, Tahlia and Ella
11 Boys Jack, Liam and Matthew
12/13 Girls Leah, Zoe and Alyssa
12/13 Boys Samuel, Liam, Kobe

Congratulations to these finishers and all 60 of our District qualifiers. We had some very close races on the day,
and we were extremely proud of the effort from both first-time participants, and students securing their spot on
the team for a consecutive year (or two!). They now have about 3 weeks to continue some training in preparation
for the District Carnival. Go team!
Good luck to all those attending.
Mrs Mason
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PE & Sport continued
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Canteen

HUNGRY POSSUM ROSTER
Friday 18th March

Wednesday 23rd March

Erin Grogan & Julie-Ann Lasry

Yvonne McKerley

Friday 25th March

Wednesday 30th March

Melissa Kroker, Antonette Walford
& Jennifer Schuliga

Angela Clemson

Friday 1st April

Wednesday 6th April

Larissa Boyd, Michelle Crockett-Fix
& Julie-Ann Lasry

Help needed please!

Friday 8th April
Melissa Kroker, Antonette Walford
& Jennifer Schuliga
+

We are looking for a canteen volunteer for Wednesday 6th April if you are

able to help please it would be much appreciated.
.

Library
ATTENTION ALL BOOK
BORROWERS!
NGPS has a huge number of books that
have been borrowed out over various
lockdowns both this year and last year.
We love that the students are reading at
home, but can we please get all books
returned to our library so others can
share the excitement of reading their
favourite books?
Thank you, Dannille
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Parents’ Association
Welcome to our new NGPS families and welcome back to our returning families - how fortunate are we to be part of
such a wonderful school community?!
Your Parent Association is gearing up for a jam packed year of fundraising and community engagement activities. We’re always after new members to help run the many events and activities throughout the year. It’s a fun
and supportive team and you can give as much or as little as suits you, so if you’re interested please contact us
(details further down the page).

Kicking off this month is the Bulb Fundraiser. Catalogues with ordering details have been sent home with the eldest
child in the family and you’ll also see a flyer within this newsletter. All funds raised will go to State Schools’ Relief,
providing financial support to disadvantaged students and families with the cost of uniforms and essential school
materials.
Contacting the PA
If you have any feedback on PA activities, ideas for future events or would like to know more about volunteering you
can contact us at: ngps.parentassociation@gmail.com

BULB FUNDRAISER
Get your bulb order delivered directly to
your door in time for spring planting...
FUNDRAISING TIP
Ask Grandparents, Neighbours & Family
Friends

Go online to place your order at:
www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/
NEWGISBORNEPS
or pick up an order form from reception.
We are conducting this fundraiser in support of
State School’s Relief.
Please support this worthy initiative!
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Camp Australia
See the Camp Australia Holiday Club flyer attached to the Compass newsfeed.
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Camp Australia continued
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Community
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Community
New Gisborne Playgroup Open Day
The New Gisborne Playgroup invites all to attend its annual Teddy Bears' Picnic Open Day on Sunday
27th March, 10am to 12pm (252 Station Road, New Gisborne). Come and see what the playgroup has to
offer pre-school aged children, from arts and crafts to an extensive range of indoor and outdoor toys
and play equipment. And for tired parents, there will be a coffee van to provide your caffeine fix.
So bring along the family, a favourite teddy bear, and a picnic basket - there will be lots of fun and
entertainment for your little ones!
For more information see www.newgisborneplaygroup.com
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