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Newsletter
Principal: Andy Kozak Ph: 5428 2232
School Council President: Darren Barr

Dear Parents,

DIARY DATES
17th & 24th February
Foundation Assessments
-only selected
students at school16th & 17th February
Meet and Greet
19th February
Year 3 Museum excursion
24th February
District Swimming
5th March
House Cross Country
8th March
Public Holiday—Labour Day
9th & 10th March
Year 4 Camp Anglesea
10th March
Division Swimming
-selected students only15th-26th March
Year 4. 5 & 6
Swimming Program
-selected students only24th March
Foundation & New Families BBQ

Division Tennis
Regional Swimming
-selected students only31st March
PAC Day
1st April
Last day of Term 1
Early dismissal 2:30pm
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School Council Meeting
The final meeting of the current School Council is scheduled for 7pm next
Tuesday, February 16th in the staff room. Our School Council is made up of NINE
members in the ‘Parent Category’ and FOUR members in the ‘School Employee
Category’ (formerly known as the ‘DET Employee Member Category’). The intent
is that each year half of the positions in both categories become vacant, as the
elected members have served their two year term of office. There will be more
information in next week’s newsletter for people who are interested in joining
School Council.

Assemblies
We will hold our first student assembly for Year 1 – 6 students this Friday at
9:05am. Unfortunately, due to the existing controls in place we are still not able to
accommodate parents at assembly but will live stream on Facebook.
Tutor Learning Initiative
The Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI) has been funded by the Department of
Education during the 2021 calendar year. The Tutor Learning Initiative is
designed to support students whose learning has been disrupted as a result of the
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
Lisa Bellman-Ansell is coordinating the TLI and we have an additional three staff
members working at various time fractions who will support this program.
Students were identified by classroom teachers at the end of last year and further
assessments have been completed in the last two weeks. This program will focus
on reading and start with the year 1 and 2 students who seemed to be most
impacted during remote learning.
Meet and Greet Interviews
The 2021 ‘Meet and Greet Interviews’ are being held on Tuesday 16th and
Wednesday 17th February. These 10-minute meetings are an excellent
opportunity for you to share important information regarding your child,
information that will help the classroom teacher best support your child to ensure
they can succeed after a challenging 2020. If you are able to, or prefer to, do this
by email or phone please contact the classroom teacher and let them know.
A mask must be worn during all interviews, if you are unable to wear a mask
please make alternative arrangements, WebEx, phone, etc.
The booking system is currently open via Compass and will close to further
bookings on Monday 15th at 4pm. If you have any difficulties booking a time, feel
free to contact the Office.
Building works
We can all agree that the oval looks fantastic and it is being heavily used by our
students. It was fabulous to see how quickly it drained after the torrential
downpour last Friday.
The next stage of our work officially begins tomorrow after a few minor false
starts. We look forward to this work being completed as much as you. Please be
patient and kind to each other over the next few months. We know that school
pickups are going to be difficult. We also know that you will all get here to pick up
your children, if that takes an extra couple of minutes so be it. We will wait with
children and do whatever we can to make them feel safe until they are collected.
They are worth it!

Shane West
Assistant Principal
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SCHOOL GROUND ACCESS CHANGES
From the close of business on Friday 12th February, access to the School grounds will be further
disrupted. The following changes will be in place until works are completed:
•
•
•
•

‘Library Gate’ on Ferrier Road will be closed
External doors to the Foundation A and B classrooms will be closed
Admin building west door (end nearest to Library) will be closed
Foundation playground will be closed

Foundation A and B Students will access their classrooms via the internal doors
and gain entry to the Admin building using the following gates:
•
•
•

‘Staff Gate’ on Ferrier Road (gate closest to Station Road intersection)
‘Front Gate’ on Station Road (near school crossing)
‘Canteen Gate’ on Station Road (near school crossing)

Foundation C and Grade 2A will access their classrooms via the external classroom doors.
We encourage parents to ‘Kiss and Drop’ their children at the gate where possible.
From Monday 15th February, ALL foundation students will be dismissed at the end of the day from in
front of the Canteen.

Sushi Tuesday
Order on Qkr!
before 9am Monday
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Wednesday & Friday
Order on Qkr!
before 9am on the day
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INDO LINGO
Selamat Datang,
Over the past 2 weeks the Year 4 students have been learning more about the Indonesian
islands and the location of Indonesia in relation to the rest of the world. We have
discovered that…..
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

an archipelago is a country made up of lots of islands
Indonesia is the largest archipelago in the world
Indonesia has 17,500 islands
The 6 main islands are Java, Sumatra, Bali, Kalimantan, Sulawesi and Irian Jaya
less than 6000 islands are inhabited
the equator runs through Indonesia
the weather is tropical, so it is very hot and humid
there are 2 seasons; the wet season and the dry season
Indonesia is on the continent of Asia
the capital city is Jakarta
Jakarta is on the island of Java
Putri lives in Java
Sumatra is the largest island but Java has the highest population.

Sampai jumpa,
Ibu Dawson & Ibu Hager
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Year 3-6 House Swimming Carnival
Wednesday 3rd February was a very exciting day for the students in Years 3-6 and staff at NGPS. For the
first time, we all participated in NGPS House Swimming Carnival, held at Sunbury Aquatics Centre. The day
was a huge success thanks to the amazing effort of all our year 3-6 students along with the help from their
teachers, support staff and many parents who volunteered to assist on the day. Our sincere thanks to
everyone involved.
The first order of business for the day was the traditional HOUSE CHANTS, led by our Year 6 House
Captains! They really did an amazing job revving up their houses for the competition at hand. The first 20
points to start the House tallies were awarded to the House with the best Chant. This was Lee House.
Students went on to compete in a number of exciting activities across the day that provided opportunities
to demonstrate leadership, teamwork and great sportsmanship, all while winning valuable points for their
Houses. Some of the events included a BIG sponge race and a leaking cup relay on the GRASS, Hoop relays
in the splash pool, 20m noodle races across the deep pool and 50m swimming events (these were also
part of our District team selection trials). The House points were tallied on the day and we announced
final results before returning to school. The 2021 honours going to Galloway House in 1 st Place, Hurst,
Devlin and then Lee.
District Team Selection
We would like to congratulate all those swimmers who took on the challenge to trial in the 50m Freestyle,
Backstroke, Breaststroke and Butterfly events. We had some very close races on the day and we were
extremely proud of the effort from both first time entrants to those returning to trial from previous years.
The fastest times from the heats were collated to help select our District Team. These swimmers will go
on to represent NGPS on
Wednesday 24th February at the
District Carnival.
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Year 3-6 House Swimming Carnival

Missing anything from the swimming carnival?

These items are still waiting for their owners to collect them
from Lost Property near the office.
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Sports News
School Sport Victoria will once again be offering the opportunity for students with
emerging talent from your school community to register to trial for school sport Team Vic
teams in 2021.
Registrations to trial will be opening very soon and remain open until Monday 1 March, 2021 for
Team Vic Big 5 teams: 12 years and under Boys Australian Football, 12 years and under Boys
Basketball, 12 years and under Girls Basketball, 12 years and under Boys Cricket, 12 years and
under Boys Football (Soccer) and 12 years and under Netball.
Please note that registration to trial for these teams is limited to 3 students from your school. If
there are more students than 3 seeking endorsement it is up to the school Principal to ensure a
selection process is undertaken to choose the students most appropriate in 2021.
These are not Come ‘n’ Try opportunities. They are a process for selecting a Team Vic
State Team going to School Sport Australia National Championships.
In addition to the Big 5 Team Vic sports, other sports available to primary school aged students
this year within the Team Vic program include (eg. swimming, touch football and track & field).
Registration details for these sports will be available on the School Sport Victoria website.
For further information regarding the Team Vic program visit www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic

Please contact Mrs Prokopec or Mrs Mason if this is of interest to you and your child.

In 2021, Bowls Victoria have again partnered
with School Sport Victoria to give an
opportunity for Primary Schools to compete
in a Victorian State Bowls Championship.
If your child is in Year 5 or 6 and would like
to take part this year please come and see
Mrs Prokopec or Mrs Mason, and they will
see if there is enough to enter a team.
Please keep in mind that you may be
required to drive your child to the event on
Monday 22nd February at the Deer Park
Bowls Club. The State Final for Primary
Bowls will be played on Wednesday the 28th
of April – Deer Park Bowls Club.
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Welcome to our new NGPS families and welcome back to our returning families - how fortunate are we to be part
of such a wonderful school community?!
Your Parent Association is gearing up for a jam packed year of fundraising and community engagement activities.
We’re always after new members to help run the many events and activities throughout the year. It’s a fun and
supportive team and you can give as much or as little as suits you, so if you’re interested please contact us (details
further down the page).
Here is a taste of the type of activities/events we’re looking at holding this year:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Trivia Night
Mother’s and Father’s Day Stalls
Book Fair
Major raffle (there may be a thermomix and power tool up for grabs)
Disco
Colour Fun Run
And more

Kicking off this month is the Bulb Fundraiser. Catalogues with ordering details are going home this week with the
eldest child in the family and you’ll also see a flyer within this newsletter. All funds raised will go to State Schools’
Relief, providing financial support to disadvantaged students and families with the cost of uniforms and essential
school materials.
We are still to determine where funds raised from all other events will be directed, but it always goes back to
enhancing the school and the experience our children have. We will likely support the many landscaping and
beautification initiatives the school has planned, but we’ll be sure to make it clear when advertising every event
where the funds will be directed.
Contacting the PA
If you have any feedback on PA activities, ideas for
future events or would like to know more about
volunteering you can contact us at:
ngps.parentassociation@gmail.com
Cheers,
Susanne
President,
NGPS Parent Association

Page 7

Newsletter

19th February
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FOUND!
Please come to the office to collect if
these look familiar.
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